Transcript 
[00:00:01] 
RIVER WALLACE: Here we go. Okay, so first question is going to be what is your personal history in the city of Clayton? 
 
[00:00:07] 
BROOKE: Well, my personal history is I moved here back, um, July of 2017 with my family, my husband and our three kids because he took a job with Purina, Nestle Purina. So, we moved here then, um, always stayed in Clayton, always loved it. 
 
[00:00:24] 
B: My kids went to Merrimack and then Wydown, and then I have two at Clayton High School now and one at Wydown. 
 
[00:00:30] 
B: So always felt loved and, um, welcomed and always loved how close everything was in central, um, really a central area in St. Louis. So we’ve, we’ve definitely felt at home from the start. 
 
[00:00:45] 
RW: Good, that's good. Okay, so our second question is what do you know about the history of Clayton and/or Hanley House? 
 
[00:00:51] 
B: You know what? The Hanley House, I don't know much. 
 
[00:00:55] 
B: I know that there's a family, built in 1855, the, the um, um oldest surviving home, and that's all I know. Um, I do know that there were slave quarters here. So, while I'm here, this is my first time visiting. I was gonna go walk around, and kind of get more information. 
 
[00:01:16] 
B: Um, another thing I learned during COVID, um, there was a huge prominent, um, vibrant and thriving Black community in Clayton, right? They had neighborhoods. Um, of course, during like the 60s, that was a time of, of 50s and 60s during a time of segregation before integration. 
 
[00:01:35] 
B: But they had a beautiful neighborhood. Um, they had a church. So we do have, um, Clayton Community Foundation just put up a marker where the church used to stand. It was the, uh, First Baptist Church of Clayton. 
 
[00:01:50] 
B: Um, there was a schoolhouse, so if you know where the post office is, like Maryland and um, and uh, oh goodness, Hanley, um, it was right on the corner. 
 
[00:02:01] 
B: So I learned a lot about that, people that looked like me and represented me and my culture lived here in Clayton. And that made me feel really good. But it also made me feel sad that, you know, due to rezoning and taxes, they were pushed out and um, and had to find homes other places. So it makes me feel really good to be in Clayton and to show that people that um, people that do look like me do live here. 
 
[00:02:32] 
RW: Our third question is going to be how do you see your personal or family history reflected in the city's history? What connections are there between your own history and the larger history of Clayton? 
 
[00:02:44] 
B: Well, so I told you I'm from Seattle, but my parents are born and raised in St. Louis. So my dad, and you're a history major, so you have to look, my great-grandfather up, was Herman Dreher. And if you have ever gone to the Missouri History Museum, they used to have, they had an exhibit on Civil Rights Movement. So during civil rights time, he was very instrumental in, um, the Shelby versus Kramer, uh Supreme Court case. And so that was to, um, help get rid of redlining. So redlining, of course, um, banning certain people from being able to buy homes in certain areas. 
 
[00:03:22] 
B: So, I feel like I'm tied to that because he worked so hard to make sure his family and people that look like him had equal opportunity and, and opportunities to be in spaces where the best schools were, the best um neighborhoods. And now I am my ancestors wildest dreams living here. So that means a lot to me. Um, I hold that close to my heart because family legacy is very important to me. 
 
[00:03:49] 
B: Um, and so that's how I'm connected, right? I would have never thought I would be living in St. Louis. I'm from Seattle. So I just feel like it's the universe, whatever you believe in, the spirit, um, led me here. And um, and so I'm making the best of it. 
 
[00:04:04] 
B: And that's why I love being a part of Clayton Community Foundation to pour into a community that I, I love dear and um, is a second home to me. 
 
[00:04:13] 
RW: Wonderful.  
 
[00:04:14] 
B: Yeah! 
 
[00:04:14] 
RW: Thank you. 
[00:04:15] 
B: You’re welcome.  
 
[00:04:15] 
RW: And our final question is going to be any other things you would like to share with or comment for our project team's history project? Anything we should know about or include in our efforts or anything that you'd like to see when Hanley House reopens? 
 
[00:04:29] 
B: You know, because I don't really know what it looks like, I mean, I hope it touches every part of history, um, different eras, of course. Um, and um, so I would say that. And I would love to know, of course, I'm sure it's going to touch on the family, the Jackson family, because I would love to know more about them and all of the things that they did in the community. Um, so yeah, that's it. 
 
[00:05:00] 
RW: All right, yeah. Anything else you'd like to add? 
 
[00:05:02] 
B: Well, just because you're a history major, my great aunt has a library named the Julia Davis Library. So right now it's, due to the storm, it's not - Actually, I don't know if it's open yet, but if you ever, you know go by, check it out. And then - 
 
[00:05:15] 
RW: Yeah, I had heard about that. 
 
[00:05:17] 
B: Yeah, so it's great because I have family history here, but would have never thought that I would have lived in St. Louis. Yeah. 
 
[00:05:24] 
RW: Well, thank you so very much. 
 
[00:05:26] 
B: Thank you. I hope it was helpful. 
 

